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respect each other from a distance, and do their
best alone.
And, after all, simple, sincere, and kindly
persons are apt to find, as Stevenson wisely said,
their circle ready-made. The only people who
cannot get the friends and companions they want
are those who petulantly claim attention ; and
the worst error of all consists in mistaking the
gentle pleasures of life, such as society and inter-
course, for the duties of life, and of codifying and
formalising them. For myself, I wish with all
my heart that I had Perry's power ; I wish that
those throngs of young men would feel impelled
to come in and talk to me, easily and simply.
I have, it is true, several faithful friends, but
very few of them will come except in response
to a definite invitation ; and really, if they do
not want to come, I do not at all wish to force
them to do so. It might amuse me ; but if it
amused them, they would come : as they do not
come, 1 am quite ready to conclude that it does
not amuse them. I am as conscious as every one
else of the exquisitely stimulating and entertain-
ing character of my own talk ; it constantly pains
me that so few people take advantage of their
opportunities of visiting the healing fount. But